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— from Richard Picker 


PHILIP PARRY PRICE MIDDLETON 


The party who sent me the following item tells me that she is 
the 'genealogist of the Middleton family in the South' and gives 
her permission to publish it in CN. Her name is Beth Bland Engel 
(Mrs. Marvin F.). She is firmly convinced that this is the same 
P.P.P.Myddelton who issued the Myddelton(Kentucky) Token of 1796 
as is listed on page 47 of the Guide Book. 

August 24, 1796 - Philip Parry Price Middleton, pro¬ 

prietor of a large tract of land on the Ohio, has been lately 
convicted in London, of enticing artificers to emigrate to the 
United States, and sentenced to pay a fine of 500 pounds sterling, 
.and to be confined in the prison of Newgate for one year. Mr. 
Middleton has been imprisoned previously upwards of six months — 
he had engaged laborourers and cultivators to the number of 1200, 
the greater part of whom have since arrived in several parts of 
the United States,- Col. Mus. Sc Sav. Adv. 1796 9/13# P»5» c »5 


THIS IS HOT FOR PUBLICATION 


(From microfilm of early Georgiy newspapers on file at 
Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia) 


August 24, 1796 

Philip Parry Price Middleton, proprietor of a large tract 
of land on the Ohio, has been lately convicted in London, 
of enticing artificers to emigrate to the United States, 
and sentenced to pay a fine of 500 pounds sterling, and 
to be confined in the prison of Newgate for one year. Mr. 
Middleton has been imprisoned previously upwards of 6 
months -- he had engaged laborourers and cultivators to 
the number of 1200, the greater part of whom have since 
arrived in several parts of the United States. 


Col. Mus. & Sav. Adv. 1796 9/13, p. 3, c. 3 


THIS IS NOT FOR PUBLICATION 




/ 76 C 

wi7i t*' 4 '*^ *-« *~. i«-», .**, uJl ^ ££. 

<2 PLlUi^JL^ ^ ^ 7 ^ e~d f <rtt^r7r> -u 

AJ ^fJ J CtX oA^nU.'*.^ 

'fZ*~><>~<^( u GAn^+zfl Cf, —^ 'T'r-A^^ ^t' A 4> '^kAduA*. G~~~~ 

y (J — tz^ ££>*!_ ^a-v^t SPIf) 

/* ‘J~/ 



HO A/iyCX^. ^ / lSl t fe*Mi-*4L . Fu^c 
Soli. ^ D.^. ty c ii&rx^ + & / Si + ^ 

(UJUU^^i u*~~i *-*■ 


iditrM+% 

CrtyM (3 / f £ # 

'^cc.io,n^ u/jj^ 7 ^ 4 -/ i^)<fd<^ t+ff^ tfi/t** 








> bo i & tfyjft fyfA 




. . - J.- / // /| -. - 





/r/® 

(yis$^$Lj /^fo y 



A — 
Cle^ydr 


T 


^olQ 


l-ai4 W Lcjl-^ca^&v Lflv^cv^ o-i 

^ **#. M»J w f 

J OjsiJdU,G$^ KT-<A/v\JZa_L&-y\. oun^J^ 

\\^A^JeJilLc^ '' «rv» 

^/fr^vtu/f' I /$7,tfl 





fur*. 'I 0 * 

diC^y^O C PlA^y^ A/ £ = " ^ 







































ociva^l PlEB/S 


'~t~$&- $- ' ^ 7 ' f ' 

/~7 <ft--r-i^-a--^ /-/, 

/^/ / ^ 2 - y ry /fV 3 

JWtP ti^£PZ-P^ 





4# C7D£( PLEB/S 

Viy^ (D fj& & / ~y 'p 

tcxxj r isf~ n u~Jt 1 ^ c$> *^, £^ plcqis 

H-i i^H(W) 

§ /A £$/S 2? ^ ^ 


i/ju(Q 

/t^\ ' tyAuc.-toitt& 





dtL&tAsy^ £v ' 


'+ 




r\\ .v\\ \ \.\H3 


A: f '^^--yx.'-) i ‘X’ i- /3 
£> -*-// 3*7 <5 











4 4^ 7 w 

^ ✓? 


V As*- *^V-w -£A-*>£tL. '^*~*-dv- >1 

6^ZLf'’ * 



W.Elliot Woodward 1 s Thirtieth Sale 
June lU, 15 and 16, 1880 
The Curtis Collection 


16£8 An eagle standing on a crown, five stars at the right 
and five at the left; rev., a large P, with a star at 
each side within a circle, the whole surrounded by 
stars and some letters which are illegible; the obv. 
of this piece is identical with that described in 
Crcssby’s work, and illustrated plate 7, figure 9 5 the 
reverse is entirely different. Contrary to the general 
opinion, I believe this piece is from an engraved 
die, and whatever of interest attaches to the piece 
figured in Crosby’s plate is shared equally by this; 
brass, in generally fair condition, probably unique. 




October 19, 1967 


Mr. Don Taxay 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear Dont 

I am glad I was able to be helpful and appreciate the Immune 
Columbia citation which you located for me. 

The mysterious piece on the same negative as the Fugio hub 
trial is a George Washington button die stamped on both sides of 
a piece of metal. 

I am enclosing herewith a picture of the Edwards specimen, in 
silver, which Ford owns. It is better then the MHS picture. As 
to any photographs or data on the Ford gold specimen and another 
silver specimen just like it, I feel that I am not in a position 
to send any of this to you for the reason that it might come up 
in the pending arbitration. 

With respect to the Gloucester shilling, you will have to 
find some name beginning with •’Rig'* so it might be a partnership 
between Mr. Rigdon and Mr. Dawson, or something of that nature. 

Whet are you doing in Indiana, you old hoosier? Are you 
looking at some of the Lilly material? 


The only citation I know of on the Pitt tokens is Vlack's 
statement, which is an error, and I presume Bushnell's book would 
have something. 



TOTT TSked me about the Fugio patterns. 

I have 103-EE, in silver, weighing 166 grains. 

I have 101-AA, in pewter, weighing 173^ grains, mentioned 

in AJN, 1902, page 76. 

I have a very intereating silver piece with the obverse 
fron the A NS die and the reverse the New Haven Die FF, weighing 
161 grains. 

I have two white metal die impressions, made by Crosby, one 
obverse, 101, and one reverse, unlisted, which ere identical to 
those mentioned in the 1902 AJN article. 

I have electros of two of the link side (with rays extending 

into the links) and one of the aun dial side (101), also mentioned 

in AJN. 

Sorewhero in my notes I have a list of all the brass, copper, 
and silver restrikes which I have seen but that would take a week 
to find. 

You still hove not told me w o is backing your proja ct and I 
wish to be let in on the informati n. 

So, what's new? 


Sincerely, 




July 22, 1975 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, 

6^50 Cecil Avnue, 

St. Louis, Mo. 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you for the information on the P. Roberts 
notes. I had never heard of them prior to seeing my set 
advertised in N. Flayderman's arms catalog. And it is 
encouraging to know you seriously consider writing on the 
currency of Missouri. 

Before covering point by point your second letter 
regarding the Auctori Plebis article, some background may 
be in order. A couple of years ago I acquired a bust-right 
A-P token and attempted to learn more about it. Inquiry 
led me to Mr. Spilman. He eventually asked me to write 
an article for him on the subject, and after first refusing 
I eventually agreed to try. I began by trying to locate 
factual evidence behind the unqualified statements in the 
Red book, and Crosby, that seem universally accepted. 

The only such evidence seems to be "The Virtuoso's Companion", 
but it appears to me to establish nothing on place of 
manufacture. This seemed to me to leave the question of 
place of manufacture wide open, and I proceeded from that 
base. I had no reason other than tradition to do otherwise. 
Now to the points in your letter: 

1. "logic seems to favor the probability of American 
manufacture" — is of course preceeded by "In the 
opinion of the writer". This remains my opinion, but 
it is my hope that factual evidence may yet surface 
to either change my opinion or confirm it. 

2. "legend suggests American manufacture". This seems 
quite obvious to me, and I can think of nothing to 
add not in that paragraph. By "legend" I referred 
to the words on the regular A-P token. 

3. "practice of making evasions was known in America —" 

The Higley coppers I presumed to fall within the 
definition of evasion. The fact they were Connecticut 
pieees with date so near that of the Hispanola reversse 
caught my attention. But there seems no connection. 

At any rate - , I tried to point out that some people 
in America would have known of the Higley coinage 
and the products of England. There was no need for 
them to invent the basic idea. 

Your further comments will be most welcome. The 
puzzles of the history behind Colbnial coins and currency 
are much more interesting to me than the later American 
coinage. 


CHARLES V. DUNCAft, Agent 



insurance 

140 McHENRY AVE. - Mail: P. 0. BOX 2048 
MODESTO. CALIFORNIA 95354 
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Charles V. Duncan, 
P. 0. Box 2048, 
Modesto, 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, Missouri 6310$ 


March 4, 1982 


REGISTERED MAD, 

American Numismatic Association 
Certification Service 

818 North Cascade 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 

Attn: Mr. Tom Delorey 

Dear Tom: 

E-2263-P - Pitt Farthing. Weight 4.17 grams. Sp. gr. 8.25. My opinion is 
that this coin is genuine. All Pitt Farthings are on cast 
planchets. The mottled coloring on this piece is very normal. It 
is in unusually nice condition. It makes a very lovely addition 
to the ANA reference collection and is better than the one in my 
collection. I would be interested in knowing who felt this was 
counterfeit. 

E-9052-P - New Hampshire Copper 9.72 grams. 8.67 Sp. gr. (my original measure¬ 
ments differ somewhat). I enclose a copy. I wrote an opinion dated 
October 23, 1981 to Bertram M. Cohen and a copy of that opinion is 
enclosed. The answer is that if any New Hampshire pieces are genuine, 
this coin in our opinion is genuine. These cast New Hampshire pieces 
have been known since 1859. I do not know what kind of a certifi¬ 
cation you should give under these circumstances. 

The coins are returned herewith. We hope we have been of service. 


^-Very truly yours, 




Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Ends. 



\ AmericanNumismatic 

association 


Ny 818 North Cascade Avenue 
■s Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 
719/632-2646* FAX: 719/634-4085 
ana@money.org 
http://www.money.org 


Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Educational Foundation 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


September 4, 2002 


Dear Eric, 


Enclosed please find the Pitt Farthing from the Garrett III sale for your examination. Like you, we would 
be interested in knowing whether the planchet has been cast or has been cut from a cast sheet. 

There is no great hurry to return this piece, as it has been sitting in a drawer in the vault for the past 20 
years. 

Thanks for your help. 



A 


, Curator 

Numismatic Association 


World's largest organization for collectors of coins, paper money, medals & tokens • Chartered by Congress 





MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Agreement for Outgoing Loan 



Borrower's Name _ A ■ ■ ■■ ■ _ ■■ ■ •<,, ^ ___ -O - *i- - - _;_ ■ _ 

Address_ 

City_ - • _ State_ Zip_ Telephone ■ _ 

In accordance with the conditions printed on the back of this form, the objects listed below are loaned by 
the Museum of the American Numismatic Association (ANA) for the following purpose only: 


Period of loan _ ■ -- ___ to 

Location of objects while on loan ^ _ ■ 


OBJECTS 

ACCESSION NO. 

CONDITION 

VALUE 

copper Pitt farthing (Garrett Sale) 





I have read and agreed to the conditions governing loans from the ANA: 

Signature _ P - t\J&- 1, _ Date _I_ 

BORROWER 


Title ■ ■- _ 

Approved by the American Numismatic Association: 

Signature _ Date _ 

Title _ t _/_ 

Acknowledgement of loan return: 

ANA Representative _ Date _ 

Remarks _ 


818 North Cascade Avenue • Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


303/632-2646 


























ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Larry Lee 

American Numismatic Association 

818 N. Cascade Ave 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 


October 11,2002 


Registered Mail 


Dear Larry: 

Thank you for sending us for examination ANA’s example (the Garrett piece) of 
the Pitt Farthing dated 1766. We find no evidence of casting. We have compared it to our 
example and enclosed the sheet of the data we observed. 

We return herewith your coin, the photograph and the loan form. It was a pleasure 
to work on this item and if you or Ken have any Further comments please let us hear from 
you. 

Thank you for the privilege of studying this item. 


My best. 



Eric P. Newman 


Cc: Ken Bressett 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


1766 PITT FARTHING TOKEN 

This is a comparison of the Garrett example given to the ANA and the Newman 
example of the 1766 Pitt Farthing bought from Dick Picker. Observations by Eric P 
Newman Education Society. 


GARRETT NEWMAN 

Weight 4.16 grams 3.78 girams 

(on Garrett envelope 
4.17 is written) 


Specific Gravity 8.49 6.75 

(on Garrett envelope 
8.25 is written, also 8.52) 

Obverse diameter 

Vertical 9.88 inches 

Horizontal 9.90 inches 


Thickness (at center) .056 inches 

Material Pure copper 

appearance 


9.85 inches 

9.86 inches 


.050 inches 

Brassy-copper 
mixture- yellowish 
tinge 


Edge 


Some black blotches 
Slightly rough and abused 


Extensive handling 
No remaining toning 



Garrett 


Newman 


Obverse surfaces 

Lines of small vertical 

Uniform color and 


black striations above 
head. Raw red area 
around face, head, curls 
body and hair back of neck, 
caused by cleaning Recolored 
poorly. No noticeable wear 

medium wear 

Reverse surfaces 

Raw red from cleaning 

Uniform normal 


primarily on ship background 

toning,, color, and 


and AMERICA. Recolored 
poorly. No noticeable wear 

medium wear 

Beading on obverse 

Weak beading 8:30 to 9:30. 

Weak 9:30 to 10:30 


Otherwise strong and clear 

Dots spread due to 
wear. 

Beading on reverse 

Clear and complete 

Weak 3:00 to 5:00 
And 9: 00 to 10:00 
Dots spread due to 
wear 

Gas Bubbles or 

Grainy Surfaces 

None 

None 

Evidence of casting 

Port 

None 

None 

Vibration test 

Rings if dropped 

Rings if dropped 

(usually inconclusive) on hard surface 

on hard surface 

Depressed line 


Wear or weakness 

between body 

Complete 

causing center fill in 

and shoulder of 


of depressed line in 

Pitt left arm 


between. 


Opinion: The prior assumption that all Pitt Farthings are on cast planchets is not 
supported by either coin The strip or plate from which planchets were cut was normally 
made from a cast billet by rolling but if it was a thin billet casting evidence might be 
evident in other examples but not in the above pieces. The specific gravity of the Garrett 
piece is about that of almost pure copper and its color is that of almost pure copper so that 
the Newman brassy piece is a different metal composition. The identical size of the 
copper and the brassy pieces dictates that the planchets were cut from different metal 
sheets or strips but with the same planchet cutter. The abuse of the Garrett piece by 
cleaning and recoloring strongly supports that it is not cast and its condition shows its 
surfaces are smooth and sharp in spite of surface abuse. 

I see no basis for the Garrett piece being called counterfeit. It is not a cast 
copy of any other known piece and has very strong elements. Whether the original dies 
were used at a later date than 1766 in order to strike the Garrett piece is highly 
improbable 

Other pieces should be examined for comparison and the cast planchet 
comment should be withdrawn until further study . The cast planchet conclusion may 
have resulted from different metal content of the known pieces or one or more other 
known examples having been on a cast planchet. Perhaps “Some on cast planchets" might 
be stated. 


September 2002 


VB 4flE SUE 307 US 


U.S. Postal Service 

INSURED MAIL RECEIPT 




i-P, May 2000 


See Reverse for Instructions 
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- Thank you for your business - 
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